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Brltltfa fitpUflOy 

XBSCVXAi ^ if 

* ou gcni.cu T )Cr, 19'.--» 


liear sir. 


I tie*; to ftc jicrvlect e tlie it: cci.it oi your 
iet-Uii oi Lias lot ^cptc^ibor and note tnp.t ;r, 
H* A» w* .u^UsV .ae lelt your sc vice as from 
tna 1st 0 c3U..ivor a:«i tJsat jou arc no loader 
responsible, under your contract isith ilia, fbr 

iiis rcpawriatiun to tiic united ].lc % da.* 

* 


I a :, dear nir. 

Yours vooy truly. 


J*g4.) J* Bower, r*j. 


a .. n. m>r± 3 T,:i> 

m l’l» jgent, 

Ucf'.f rc.?i.terejr-, : Jionls * cowoany Ltd., 


L+sm < i OVX , 

T.i ■ crl a. 







9% Co.Limited 


INCORPORATED IM tNGUkNO 


0HI O&E WATE R HflUSe, 

60 , WHiTwoftTH Street, 

Manchester,/. 


BftAUQKff 

VoRmsHjm House IS,CmapslStw«t Livibpool 3 
55 COUAS Plflffl Pujjit Ma»S€(LLI* 

Acso at S lews* Leone, 

Conahstv. 5 herbro, Lagos 
Monrovia Calabar Dual* 

Accra amo Aba 
West Africa 



TcLeo^Anptic Addressed 

Pharos Manchester 

« MAaSEiLLES 

ZOCHONIS LIVERPOOL 

l CONAKRY 

*, Sierra Leone 

« Shepbro 

. Monrovia. 

. Lagos 

, Calasar 

, Dual a 

* Accra 

, Asa 


* *EPLV PLEASE QUOTt 


Monrovia, September 1st. 1948* 


Codes 


H.B.M. Minister, 

The British Legatiob, 
MONROVIA. 

Dear Sir:- 


RLE m 

J4ESI/. $0 



Private Western Unichi, 
Marconi Sate relational, 
a B C S™ A 6 Trt EomoNS , 

Co**frcial Code 2“ EomoiH 
Lombard Code 


MR. R.A-T* BATIRY. 

As this assistant has left the services of this 
company at date we have to advise you that his contract with 
us is terminated and we are no longer responsible for his re¬ 
patriation. 

With the termination of his contract all the res¬ 
ponsibilities of the Company have ceased. 


aiihfully, 

OCHQKIS & CO. LIMITED. 


JT:IW 
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GD Kc. -Uli. 


loti-. Jufly, 1%8» 


Derir Mr* Secretary of State* 


I m Mt fateful to you for your informal »bJ» 

1120/D. F. of the 5th .Mi: ’ ragBXdiiV', the c aae, Rcpu tto ** 
JlSrLnH H.JUGroth «t el, in which a 3uh*«ot» 

mSoZI^ Solved am for «* pertimlsr. <* the cee. 

oontalncd tifaov'oitu 

ntv.™ i. one rsoint howover to v.'hich I oast make reference 
>»A is «aat tine passages in the proocedinge to widoh I 

mi lOZtor 911/77/VW of the Z7th «» »•* ta 

jour letter ur4er reply frm litoh it ' ->- a j oc ' 11 fc lat * ^ 

in the official record of t^ic proceeding-, 
were not Included m w **t~ ftd _ i£e the Attorney¬ 
's. however, you were bo good as to sunnse me •— • _ 

General ms'informed you that, although an appeal ^ cfETtteBO 
STSTstatB, it would not he pro«cuted esd that JST^ 

V - & hawe now hecn brought to a tiimk m*, it 

MimAM would he served ty going into *» «*ter 


I would like howew to « **«* ■*-- , <t-al# ^wi 

J n mm lgL « whatever directed a gain st the trial itself* 
not in en way _ . lair *fxl impartial i i&icer/ it 

I jmtbar was oonfhMWefl in a wo*y larr w m 

*JTsolely directed ngidnat certain state, .onta mfe ** 

Prosecuting Ooanoel, hath J T t ’ t f Iffe* 

wouil »<ro to iisHoete wro o*»lly Serad at Ux> tilt W * 

Attaroey-Gcncral to have boon toper* 


f * ' * 


lty „ole interest in the oeee «* <* oonise llnitoa to 
the one wltd* anhjoet eho »»»*****• 

-flc explanation which you bo kindly 
is very nush ap preciated and in ths th™ 
the matter ehou3d he considered closed. 


os in your letter 
1 feel that 


Sincerely ycurs* 


v }» Honojrahle Gabriel L. Dotuub, 
Secretary of Stato, 

D©!>arfe^:it of Jmte f 
ttmtitiLija d LlborljL 
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Dear Mr, Minister: 

I have just concluded reading the records 
in the case Republic of Liberia versus Harry A* 3roth, 
et al, charged with the Crime of Riot, which the Clerk 
of Court forwarded me a fortnight ago* The records are 
voluminous* containing 33 pages foolscap paper, closely 
typewritten, including the several motions and resis¬ 
tances filed by Counsel for Defence and Counsel for the 
Prosecution, respectively* together with the Court’s 
Ruling thereon* 


Although your Mote of the 35th of May last 


did not refer to any specific remarks which, it is 
stated, were made by the Prosecuting Attorneys in their 
arguments before the Jury* and to which you took ex¬ 
ception, the Attorney general however has informed me 
that the attention of the Prosecuting Attorney had been 
called by him to certain passing remarks in his closing 
argument before the Jury which he, the Attorney leneral 
deemed at the time to have been improper* The Prosecu¬ 
ting Attorney had explained, in reply, that the remarks 
were made by him in traversing certain expressions 
which were brought out In the evidence at the trial, said 
to have been mede by one of the defendants, Mr* Schaugniss, 
an American citizen, during the affray at SAC*s building 
which terFiiinated into the Riot Case* The expression said 
to have been made by Mr* Schaugniss is as follows: 


"If by the 16th of June the dock don’t 
be finished, America will take over 
Liberia, because she has a gun boat 


His Excellency John Bowering, 
British Minister* 

British Legation, 
yonrovia. 
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5th July, 1943* 


11 100 miles away fro® here, and that 
you Liberians will have to live in 
the bush like heathens; that you 
think that your President is gone 
on a pleasure trip, but he is gone 
far away for tsonay to pay for the 
dock." 

which the County Attorney in his remarks traversed by the 

following expression: 

"Cur forefathers, the founders of 
this Republic, came here to resent 
th^ treatment given them by Americans 
in America, and that it is Liberia's 
intention to resent said treatment." 

The Prosecuting Attorney, the Attorney General 
states, had stated further that he felt that any remarks 
made by him in traversing the above scandalous and unfound¬ 
ed statement made by the said Mr*. Schaugniss were but the 
natural outbursts of national pride and patriotism. 

It has also been made known to ms that the Pre¬ 
siding Judge likewise promptly called the attention of the 
County Attorney to the remarks which he had made in that 
connection as being improper and In his Charge to the Jury 
did instruct them to ignore any such remarks as they were 
not germane to the issue then before Court, 

Counsel for defendants, it is noted from the 
records, after verdict had been handed in, having recorded 
their exceptions to the remarks of the County Attorney, In¬ 
cluded same in their Motion for New Trial- It is observed 
that thereafter Counsel for the defence withdrew his Motion 
for New Trial and substituted a Motion in Arrest of Judgment, 
including in said latter Motion the exceptions which he had 
couched in the previous one. 

The Judge, In his Ruling on the Motion in Arrest 
of Judgment said, inter alia, in traversing the Count con¬ 
taining the exceptions tekan to the remarks of the County At¬ 
torney: 

"In the case Gartargar appellant versus 
the Republic of Liberia, Crime Murder 
decided January 29, 1934, and reported 
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15th July, 1948, 


rt ln New Annual Series No, 1, the 
Honourable the Supreme Court holds 
that: 

'A Motion in Arrest of Judgment lies 
for 'defects appearing upon the face 
of the indictment ", 

A review of Count 1 of defendants 1 Motion 
in Arrest of Judgment in no shape or form 
or means or manner conforms to this princi¬ 
ple of law, for the Charge laid therein re¬ 
fers not to any defect that appears on the 
face of the Indictment, any want of suffi¬ 
cient certainty in the Indictment t or a 
mis-statement or insufficiency of the facts 
and circumstances constituting the offence 
charged against the defendants, but wholly 
and specifically refers to certain highly 
prejudicial remarks of the Prosecuting At¬ 
torney and his Assistant In their arguments 
to the Jury, which as complained of so in¬ 
flamed the minds of said Jury that they were 
influenced to arrive at and pronounce a ver¬ 
dict contrary to the evidence and law in this 
case. It is a fundamental rule of law that 
arguments of the Prosecuting Attorney which 
are accompanied with improper, unethical and 
extraneous remarks calculated to influence 
the Jury, which if not removed by the Court's 
Instructions to them to disregard said re¬ 
marks would warrant the granting of a New 
Trial, but such improper remarks or miscon¬ 
duct of the Prosecuting Attorney could not 
under the law, constitute the grounds in Ar¬ 
resting Judgment, Defendants through their 
Counsel though having filed a Motion for New 
Trial, upon their election withdrew said Mo¬ 
tion, hence this court is harnessed in pass¬ 
ing upon the merits of the said Count, In 
the light of this legal reasoning, Count 1 
of defendants* Motion in Arrest of Judgment 
is therefore not sustained* ,f 

and thereafter sustained the Motion on the other points rais- 


The Attorney General has informed me further that 
although an appeal was announced by the State, it will not be 
prosecuted, and that therefore these proceedings have been 
brought to a final end, 

I think, nevertheless, It would be stretching the 
Imagination to Its extremity to contend that as a result of 
the bare and naked remarks made by the Prosecuting Attorney, 
racial prejudice was introduced into the case and attributed 
to creating sentiment adverse to the interest of Mr. Batley, 
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on whose behalf as a British Subject, yon have taken the 
matter up inf orally with me* To the contrary, it would 
appear that the position of the Court throughout the trial 
evidenced that a fair and impartial trial accorded the 
defendants whose interests throughout the trial remained 
the constant care of the Court. 

vll well thinking Liberians know fully welf , and 
deeply are conscious of the contributions vrhicb have been 
male by your Government £nl people in t’ cause slavery 
by he practical and effective steps taken in the abolition 
movement started by Englishmen; as well t s the spirit of 
true democracy which has evinced the valor of the fighting 
democratic States throughout the centuries against the op¬ 
pressed peoples of Africa, 

I trust the explanation herein given will remove 
any feelings you may have held regarding the conduct of the 
trial of the j :fcove cause, since the position taken by the 
Judge throughout the trial bz well as other attendant cir¬ 
cumstances mentioned sura, constituted the trial a legal 
and judicious one. The County Attorney has been requested 
to make, and has already filed, a written apology for the 
expression herein above made by him during the closing argument 
of the cause. 


Sincere!; you-- , 
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FT!LE NO 7;^. 

RE^D. NO. ,.2j 
D6TE Us 2:11 

Dear Mr. Minister: 

I wish to acknowledge the receipt of your 

r . 911/77/2/48, 

’—— Z/yf\ 

Riot in which one Mr. Batley, 

>nis and 
s being tried 
ritish Nationality 


informal Note 

A 

regarding 
an emplo 
Company 



together with 

and against wh o^^r^Ml^t of "guilty" was handed 
down by 


sat on said 



conduct 
made in your N 


case* 

he trial and 
ce has been 
e matter to the 


attorney General tywRom' all prosecutions are handled 
for his information and attention* 



Gabriel L. Dennis, 
SECRETARY OF STATE 


The Honourable John dowering, 
H.B.K. Minister, 

British Leg-tion, 
MONROVIA. 
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27th Ifey, 1946, 




Dear Kr. Secretary of State, 


* 

I aa writing this eaat-oi flcial letter to Tcur 
yjoceUcnoy about a matter Tihiei: ia causing me oa; .aiderablc 
uneasine' s and which I fool tfiat I nhoujL bring to your 
notice at this Juncture in a eemi'Official manner* 


you nay doubtless know that yenterday iaaniing tie 
Jury in the Circuit Coart in Monrovia gave a verdict of 
"Guilty* against a British Subject, Hr.Batley, an employee 
of Mosaic Paterson, Zoohaoia end C flnyan y United, who w 
Tseii^ tried togefcier with other persona not of British 
nationality ou a charge oi* riot* 


A representative of tSda legation was present at the 
Court durii^ several ees<dorei of these proceeding including 
* too wa of yesterday morning and he Infonas oe that the 
Government yroaeuutins Counsel — bet:. jeoior an! junior 
played on ti* emotions of the Jury by frequently introdu¬ 
cing racial prejudice. 1 tiiink that you will agree with ne 
an point when you have read a copy of the proceedings. 

I prefer not to quote the paeaeges to which I take exception 
ae naturally I ha ve not a verbatim copy of them in ay posaea- 


ln thane eirou:'stances, I .sh oul d be very fateful if 
awM obtain a coey of the abode proceedings 

far sc as I feel that this is a case in which a formal protest 
by thie I,cation way become necessary. 


T) d Honourable Gabriel L. Dennis, 
Secretary of State, 
Department of State, 

Republic of Liberia, 
— 




fTY 












Riot. Case. 


28th*:'ay, 1948 


argument on Defence Lotion to nave Petty Jury's 


verdict set aside. 


Defence o pened : 

Counsellor Hannon based his argument for the 
motion om- 

(l j the inflamatory statements made by the prosecution 
to influence the jury emotionally 

C2)the^incorrectness of the indictment which 
contained charges of misdemeanour and felony. 

He argued from Cora,ion law and Supreme Court Cases. 

prosecution Continued 

IkeCounty attorney argued that 

(^intervention by the defence &the judges 

directions to the jury had nullified the effects 
of any inflamatory statement 

(2^' statute a motion to set aside the jury's verdic 

based ont he badness of the indictment 
as the defence had the right to challenge the 

■hA^ifo!? en ^ at u the °P enin £ of the trial and must 
bepresumed to have waived that right. 

Counsellor Harmon closed and stated that,as the prosecutinn 

preiSdic^i^had 35 ^?! 4 ^ 611 ?® ^ rotest » iK introducing racial ^ 
th!°two Liber?fln d*?" - *5* jury B±nce th& y had accuittef 

whites Se2 b h? nnnXd e a d S! 8 as the fojif xfc±* 

in cSestion wh^n? G ™rt decision on the statute 

m quest!on,whichhad precedence over the statute. 

Adjourned till 29th.May, 


4 - 

U 


29 th. May, 

The judge of the Oir cuit Court set aside the 
jury's verdict and all defendants v/ppe discharged. 

The prosecution intimated that they intended to 
appeal to the Supreme Court in October, 












Riot Cana , 25th#IIay> 13^8* 

Resume of Arguments for Defence and Pros e cut ioii* 


I Prosecution opened* 

Kenrys(Public Prosecutor )attempted to define riot and stated 
that hie first experience of riot was in America where he saw 
black fight white in a race riot*Having initiated his main theme* 
racial prejudice,he attempted definition by reference to statute 
This defirat^oiTOrojedito be inaccurate but he use it to mo - lldthe 
alleged xke which he could then call was 

guilty also of bringing into the argumenfc,statement® about 3ruce 
q•N eill,who is to be tried separately on a charge of assault* 
Henry 5 also tried to discredit the defendants 
testimony by a despicable piece of by-play,lrf hich he took the 
part of a defendan wiving evidence.In such a Situation he said he 
would tell "black lies "to get off. 

The manner of hie discourse was directed towards t tting 
cheL'^i laughet f which he gotjfnd influencing emotionally the Jury 
by almost hysterical screaming at some points* 


Defence oueuad. 

Counsellor Dairies protested against ;h race prejudice introduced 
into the prosecution argument :nl deployed its entirely 
emotional appeal.He then gave h*ie^4©finition,in law,of rioijard 
reviewed the evidence, He pointed/tnSt the prosecution had w 
failed to produce a case of riot,and he argued only on the basis 
of the evidence of competent witnesses. 

Hanaon 

Counsellor/contihuad for the defence.He said that the prosecutio: 
had entered an entirely' v;rong charge against the. defendants; 
u case of riot could .*ot be proved**^, p oof of this statement he 
offered that 

(1; the 3 .lG bui 1 ding:uxuax was hired by the defendunts with 
the owners 1 approval, to hold a dance—a perfectly 
lawful meetin g 

(2)to ensure privacy r,nd freedom from disturbance they 
asked and got police protection# 

(y)there was therefore no intention of creating a 

disturbance and it had not been proved that the defends 
defendants had create : a disturbance# 

(Police GoJaniaaloner Jordan gave in evidence that 
complaint© h&A>ee:i lodge a ainst certain . .fcople on 
the night of the row but . one >f these were in the 
docKjno complaint was ma e uyaunst jtfie . eferidants) 

( 4 ) - hen r h*_. t. ■ oub 1 e t ■, 1 r i ■? d a c y b i • okejjihe jarty n wo n t 
home * 

(5 Jnono of the defendants had been proved to have 

disc a a rge d f i re anas. (The re wets in fact no test iuon^' 
that any of them had possessed or fired a ^un) 
also pointed ©trfithat when Hill,a prosecution witness,was 
askad if any of the defendants had beaten,kick©cl,stoneu,or fired 
guns at him.Hill stated that he id not know anything about that# 
It was _uitc clear that the defendants had had no port in the 
trouble * 


I 


Prosecution closed * tnU 

The County Attorney*no attention o evidence in his 
argument*Ke used statements made by witnesses who v/eee not 


competent,charged the defendants with lying in their own testimony 
and,despite defencelpboteats used In fl amatory and prejudicing 
terms.Early in his discourse he mi do a statement which said that 
their Liberia.! forefathers had resented the treatm nt given them 
in America and that Liberians to^ay should continue to res-, 
it.Later he said that if he owned an, land in Liberia he would 
not 1st one acre to a forcifner.lt is difficult to sue:; up this 
nfdcoursdbs it rambled extensively and contained much that was 
irrelevant 1 *Also it was in art accent difficult to follow*But in 
effect it was simply an appeal to the emotion© and a stimulation 










of the prejudices of the jury 



The jury’s verdict was given on 26 th, I 'ay.The two Liberian 
defendants rare acquitted and the four whites were found 
guilty* 

The defence entered a motion to have the jury’s verdict set x 
aside and the/was adjourned, 

court 

Case resumed on 27 thIIay hut was adjourned 'until 28th to allow 
time for the prosecution to meet the motion. 
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